
doi:10.1351/goldbook.I03042

IUPAC Compendium of Chemical Terminology  Copyright © 2014 IUPAC

initiation
A reaction or process generating free radicals (or some other reactive reaction
intermediates) which then induce a chain reaction. For example, in the chlorination
of alkanes by a radical mechanism the initiation step is the dissociation of molecular
chlorine.
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