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phase transition
A change in the nature of a phase or in the number of phases as a result of some variation
in externally imposed conditions, such as temperature, pressure, activity of a component
or a magnetic, electric or stress field.

Source:
PAC, 1994, 66, 577 (Definitions of terms relating to phase transitions of the solid state
(IUPAC Recommendations 1994))  on page 588
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